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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My Heart BreaksBy ephiebearThis is a great book. It's an insight 
into the man who holds the pencil to my favorite comic. It's so heartbreaking that his wife died and his father died last 
year too. Back in 2000 after she died, he dedicated a strip to her (he includes this in this book) and I read it in the paper 
and cut it out and kept it all these years not knowing the story behind it. To me, it was extremely poignant. But now 
knowing the story it takes an even more special meaning. What a great story. I feel for him so much.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Thank you Tom.By Courtney25012 years ago Tom and Susan wandered into my 
shop. I fell in love with them as people. Until yesterday I had no idea that Tom Wilson was the man behind some of 
my favorite commentaries of daily life. After reading his words delivered with eloquence and fine insight into the joys 
and pains of life I find it might difficult to look at him as just Tom the guy who is really nice and fun to talk to. I am 
different after this read and feel kind, warm, and blessed to have shared his life through Zig Zagging. Thank you Tom. 
Peter D.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Everyone should read this!By sherri CatheyLoved this book! 
It's a life changer as it articulates how fragile life is!

Our lives aren't composed like a headstone with a straight line that marks the date of the first breath we take to the last; 
the journey we're on is really a zigzagging series of unexpected detours. Every detour is a destination unto itself, and 
regardless of our plans, it's what we don't see coming that often affects us most… Ziggy cartoonist Tom Wilson didn't 
see it coming: after losing his beloved young wife to breast cancer, it's up to him to raise two children alone and keep 
the laughs coming in his cartoons worldwide?even as his own personal orbit is falling apart. In this mesmerizing and 
nostalgic account of a beloved artist's life, Tom Wilson details his compelling journey from growing up in the shadow 
of his father's genius to inheriting an iconic cartoon when his father falls ill, all while struggling to overcome a 
crippling depression. With his trademark humor and self-effacing wisdom, Tom invites you into his intimate life as he 
searches for hope and strength to overcome his own life detours. In an ironic twist of art imitating life, Tom reveals 
how Ziggy's own weekly syndicated quest for answers was the unforeseen catalyst that enabled him to say yes to life 
again and face his greatest challenges. In Zig-zagging, Tom and Ziggy explore the consequences of the upward, 
downward, inward, wayward, and sometimes backward roads of our zigzagging lives?and discover that while there is 
no road map for living, with a little character, you don't have to be lost along the way.

From Publishers WeeklyIn this inspirational memoir, Wilson, author of the cartoon strip Ziggy (a job he inherited 
from his father), relates a life filled with wondrous memories and profound struggles. While growing up, Ziggy served 
as a means for father and son to draw out our thoughts and feelings about each other. But years later, Wilson's leg was 
crushed in a car accident, his wife died at age 44 of breast cancer, leaving Wilson with their two sons, and his 
father—both mentor and hero to Wilson—also had a serious illness. Immobilized by depression, Wilson's faith failed 
him, and he concluded that the mercy of God [was] an apparent fiction. Wilson struggled for peace and truth with 
Ziggy by his side. His ultimate rescuer was the gift of a journal in which he recorded his feelings and thoughts. With 
ideas like imagining Moses as the first Superman, Wilson delights with fresh, well-considered insights, while the 
Ziggy cartoons reproduced here put both the character and his creator in a moving light. (Mar.) Copyright © Reed 
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 'I often say cancer touches everyone, but 
knowing that even Ziggy is a foot soldier in this fight really puts it in perspective.  I highly recommend Zig-Zagging 
for anyone dealing with the devastating loss of a loved one or in need of inspiration from an unlikely source.' 


