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William Rabkin : Writing the Pilot before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Writing the Pilot:

44 of 45 people found the following review helpful. Short and to the pointBy Robert J. SawyerA short but information-
packed book. | wrote the novel FLASHFORWARD, upon which the ABC series was based, and was also a
scriptwriter for that show; the analysis of what went wrong in transitioning FLASHFORWARD (which isreferred to
as FLASH FORWARD -- two words -- in this book) from apilot into a TV seriesis cogent, and the advice on writing
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pilot scriptsis excellent. The last chapter should, perhaps, be the first, though: yes, spec pilots are selling -- the claim
made on page one and here on the page for the book -- but almost exclusively from established writers who have years
of experience working in writing rooms on other shows; otherwise, as the author says, without some other reason --
huge Twitter following, real-life experience in a heroic profession -- the chances of getting your pilot script read by
someone who can actually produce it are ailmost nil. Still, the book is called WRITING THE PILOT, not SELLING
THE PILOT, and it very much delivers on that score.21 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Terrific,
Especially for Feature WritersBy P. Taegel Rabkin writes about writing the dramatic 1-hour pilot. If you're planning on
writing a half hour, read something else. Half hour comedies are aweird animal. But back to this book: It'sa
straightforward insightful book that | would suggest you read at the outset of your endeavor to write a pilot. And if
possible, know your logline first. Otherwise, Rabkin'sideas will be too abstract if you can't immediately use them to
scrutinize what you're working on. This book is not for the novice writer who has never written a play, screenplay or at
least attempted to write a dramatic pilot. | say this because it's not a nuts and bolts step by step instruction manual for
writing pilots. There are those out there, but thisisn't it. Neither isit abook that's going to tell you how to put a scene
together or write dramatically. Writing is a tenuous dance between a psychotic dissociative state and structural
engineering, and reading books like thisis great for reinforcing the engineering. Rabkin takes writing a pilot down to
the conceptual fundamentals of conceiving atelevision series. If you're afeature writer and figure writing a TV pilot is
easy--it'sjust afeature only half aslong--read this book. There is so much you have to get right in creating a series,
and you'll have amuch easier time of thingsif the scrutiny comes sooner rather than later. And lastly, Rabkin
references alot of shows| really dig, and his prose style is articulate but breezy. | have the attention span of atoddler
when it comes to books on writing, but | managed to tear through this book from cover to cover (figuratively
speaking) in one sitting. | am now going to write my new pilot. If it sellsor | get staffed, I'll update thisreview ;-)2 of
2 people found the following review helpful. Very helpful, concise resourceBy R.A.l hadn't paid attention to the
number of pages when | bought this, so when | got it in the mail | was alittle *meh* that I'd spend $9 on what felt like
more of a pamphlet than abook. But man. I'd do it again in a heartbeat. This book gets straight to the meat of the
matter again and again and again, and the examples provided are all reduced down to the most important and hel pful
details. I'm underlining things al over the place in this book, writing down notes from it, using it to add to the
guestions I'm asking myself as| write, etc. It'sagreat resource, and it's so much cheaper than so many other
recommended books on the subject, that it only makes sense to add thisto your reference library. If you're looking for
agood place to start, this can beit. Go for it.

Television networks are so desperate for new voices and fresh ideas that for the first timein history they're buying
spec pilot scripts and turning them into series. Today's aspiring writer can be tomorrow's showrunner. But it's not easy.
Conceiving and writing a pilot that can launch a seriesis a complex assignment even for a seasoned pro. This book
will take you through the entire process, from your initial idea through the finished script. You'll learn how to identify
a concept that can carry one hundred episodes or more; how to create characters who will stay interesting year after
year; how to design the unique world those characters will live in; how to identify the essential elements that will set
your series apart from everyone else's; and most importantly, how to capture it all in one 60-page script. Riverside-
Palm Desert's low residency MFA program.

About the AuthorWilliam Rabkin is a veteran showrunner whose executive producing credits include the long-running
Diagnosis Murder and the action hit Martial Law. His recent writing credits include Monk, Psych, and The Glades. He
has written a dozen pilots for broadcast and cable networks, and written and/or produced more than 300 hours of
dramatic television. He currently teaches screenwriting in the University of California,



