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Evan S. Smith : Writing Television Sitcoms before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Writing Television Sitcoms:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Writing Television SitcomsBy LeeleeWriting Television Sitcomsis
agood book for writers wanting to be atelevision writer. | wouldrecommend this book to anyone wanting good tips on
how to write asitcom.15 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Good for more than writing TV or
comedyBYy Frank Cunatl!'ll confess to some chauvinism: I'm a playwright, and when | saw a book titled "Writing


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0399525335

Television Sitcoms," | thought it would be pretty lightweight. | waswrong! Thisis a superb, comprehensive book that
tells you exactly what to expect, and what is expected of you, at each stage of the writing and production process.But
what | think makes the book stand out is Smith's detailed explanation of how to lay afoundation for writing a script,
i.e., start by considering the premise, then consider sequences and scenes, and only then move to dialogue. Smith gives
the best description I've ever read of the reasons for taking this approach. Y ou can apply these ideas not only to TV
comedy, but also to plays, films, and drama. It's a good explanation of how to create a story premise that "writes
itself."I intend to continue writing plays, yet I'm sure I'll refer to this book at length in the future. It's much more useful
than many other writing books I've read.13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. A Remarkably
Comprehensive Guide for the Sitcom WriterBy Erik MarshallEvan Smith's "Writing Television Sitcoms' is at turns
both a practical handbook on building a career as a sticom scribe and a somewhat academic inquiry into the nature of
comedy itself, developing a complete, independent school of thought. But what is ultimately most remarkabl e about
Smith'swork isits beguilingly logical approach. The book develops an entire theory of comedy writing to help the
reader write their specs and then clearly delineates the process of turning those specs into aworkable career.
Especially cogent were the passages on building a script from the ground up and finding an agent in the sometimes
labyrinthine Hollywood system. Like the fictional shopper in the Total cereal commercials, you might well have to
read a half dozen other books on the craft to get the comedic nutrition contained in just one of Evan Smith's "Writing
Television Sitcoms' Truly amust read for any current or aspiring sitcom writers.

With guidance from top sitcom producers and examples straight from the screen, this book can help anyone write,
revise--and sell--a script.With twenty years in the business--as a writer, programming executive, and university
instructor--Evan Smith knows what it takes to get from spec script to sitcom success. Here he offers the first published
description of Premise-Driven Comedy, the writing method he has devel oped and popularized; tips from writer-
producers who have worked on series from "Frasier" to "The Cosby Show" to "Roseanne;" a complete story outline
from the series "Home Improvement;" explicit advice on how the business works and how to get an agent; and script
layout guidelines for al three sitcom formats.Clear, comprehensive, and cutting-edge, thisis the true insider's guide to
becoming a sitcom writer. Who knows--it might just be the book that inspires the world's next Seinfeld!* Includes
examples from classic and contemporary sitcoms, tips from successful writer-producers, and a complete "Home
Improvement" story outline® An author with twenty years of experience in the business* Advice on both the business
and creative aspects of a sitcom-writing career, including a discussion of Premise-Driven Comedy, Smith'sinnovative
new writing technique



