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Gerald Martinez, Denise Chavez, Andres Chavez : What It Is... What It Was!; The Black Film Explosion of the 
'70s in Words and Pictures  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised What It Is... What It Was!; The Black Film Explosion of the '70s in Words and Pictures: 

From "Superfly" to "Shaft", from "Foxy Brown" to "Cleopatra Jones", this book offers a vivid pictorial and oral 
history of the best and most intriguing movies to emerge from a singularly American genre: African-American cinema 
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of the 1970s. Full color.


