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P. Adams Sitney : Visionary Film: The American Avant-Garde, 1943-2000, 3rd Edition  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Visionary Film: The American Avant-Garde, 
1943-2000, 3rd Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For both production and studies majors.By Karen SaephanhThis 
book goes into depth with the American Avant-Garde filmmakers listed of the time on the cover. Sitney explains what 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019514886X


he thinks while comparing filmmakers, which is a bit tricky to understand which is which. I enjoyed reading about the 
directors themselves commenting on their films and what they did to achieve their idea of what films should be filmed 
and how they should be filmed. It is best to read before watching the movies listed in Sitney's text, then reread what 
Sitney and what the filmmakers had to say.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy L. 
Larsongood0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JuanLove it

Critics hailed previous editions of Visionary Film as the most complete work written on the exciting, often puzzling, 
and always controversial genre of American avant-garde film. This book has remained the standard text on American 
avant-garde film since the publication of its first edition in 1974. Now P. Adams Sitney has once again revised and 
updated this classic work, restoring a chapter on the films of Gregory J. Markopoulos and bringing his discussion of 
the principal genres and major filmmakers up to the year 2000.

Praise for previous editions of Visionary Film: "Without question it is the first such book on the avant-garde film--the 
first one that probes this field in such depth, with such perspective and vision, with such insight and intelligence."--
Jonas Mekas, The Village Voice"Extremely informative and dense with associations that give it an importance and 
interest beyond the immediate subject matter."--Vincent Canby, The New York Times"It is an event of no small 
importance that a work has now appeared on personal film that ranks as a first-rate work of critical analysis, bearing 
comparison with the best criticism in more traditional media. This book signals a coming of age for the literature of 
personal film.... For those who have never been able to see the films discussed, Visionary Film creates a powerful 
motivation to do so."--AfterimageAbout the AuthorP. Adams Sitney is Professor of Visual Art at Princeton University. 


