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Jalal Toufic: Vampires. An Uneasy Essay on the Undead in Film before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vampires: An Uneasy Essay on the Undead in Film:

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Origina and hauntingly beautifulBy A CustomerWhoever wrote
the other review of Jalal Toufic's masterpiece included here must not be familiar with either Freud's essay an "The
Uncanny" or the elegant tradition of association Toufic writes within. Should everyone write like Camille Paglia?
Thereisroom in the world for richer, denser, more lyrical writing; especially on the topic of the undead which lends


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=088268146X

itself readily to thiskind of investigation. Read this book. It is arare opportunity to access the thoughts of "the
amnesiac" Jala Toufic.(Then go see Vampyr.)2 of 10 people found the following review helpful. incomprehensibleBy
Lyndon W. JodlinThisis the most incomprehensible book |'ve read in years, possibly ever. The author isn't self-
conscious enough to be pretentious; he seems totally unaware that his style is often impenetrable, obscuring and
obfuscating what seem to be an assortment of interesting ideas. Faulkner at his most opaque reads like " See Jane run”
compared to this mess. Avoid.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. an uneasy review of the unknownBy
Hector HazardThis book has been recommended to me but | cant find it available anywhere. Can anyone help? Please
contact me on hector.hazard@virgin.net

Cultural Writing. Film history and criticism. "Jalal Toufic is an amazing writer. He documents the moves of
consciousness in away that leads the reader ever deeper, from impasse to illusion to new impasse--turning the trap of
'what can't be named' into atrue paradise”--Richard Foreman. "Relentlessly uncompromising.Toufic's radical and
visionary poetics gird the reader to forge ahead into uncharted territory”--Village Voice. "Jala Toufic is one of the
best writersin Americatoday...and hisfirst 2 books, DISTRACTED and (VAMPIRES), are some of the best writing
of the past 20 years'--John Zorn, Film Works |V. Jala Toufic is ateacher, film theorist, video artist, and author of
several books. His films have been shown worldwide.

From the Author While the expanded and revised edition of my second book, (Vampires), is at one level an uneasy
essay on the undead in film (the subtitle of the book), | consider it to be actually much more than that. Drawing on
various altered states of consciousness | underwent, films and novels on the undead, psychiatric case studies and
mystical reports, the book deals with many of the certainly dubious but also dubiously certain characteristics of the
undeath state, for example: over-turns that undo the dead's turn to answer an interpellation; doubles; frequent
unworldly freezings still, ones that reveal the occasional worldly immobilization of the living as merely motion-less-
ness, i.e., avariety of movement; the implicit indefinite fall of/in the cadaver; the turning of the metaphorical into the
literal; and an unreality that sometimes behavesin afilmic manner (e.g., the lapsesin hypnosis, schizophrenia, and
undeath permit editing in reality), inducing the undead to wonder: "Am | in afilm?' While my first book, Distracted,
was written for the living, (Vampires) was written about and for those who are "mortals to death” (the title of a special
issue | edited for the journal Discourse). It thus belongs--somewhat edgily given my reservations regarding the validity
of guidebooks for the dead--on the same shelf as the Bardo Thdol and the Egyptian Book of the Dead.About the
AuthorJalal Toufic isawriter, film theorist, and video artist who is currently Head of the MA program in Film/Video
Studies at the Department of Visual and Performing Arts, Holy Spirit University, Lebanon.



