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Bruce Cook : TRUMBO  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised TRUMBO: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Interesting book on Dalton Trumbo and the blacklist of the 1950sBy 
Jim LesterThis is an excellent biography. Cook not only lays out the biographical facts of Dalton Trumbo's life but he 
also delves into the character and personality that made the controversial screenwriter such a fascinating figure. To 
achieve this depth, the author includes recreations of some of his research interviews with various individuals whose 
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lives intertwined with Trumbo's--people who knew Trumbo as a boy in Colorado, family members and other members 
of the "Hollywood Ten", who were blacklisted in the 1950s for refusing to answer questions before the House Un-
American Activities Committee.Cook keeps his subject at the forefront and in so doing offers as clear an explanation 
of the blacklist and its impact on American culture as I have ever read. Trumbo was a man of contrasts--a Communist 
who loved to live well, a talented writer who abandoned literature for the the money he could make in Hollywood and 
a political figure who refused to back down from his beliefs.I haven't seen the new movie based on Cook's work, but I 
look forward to it and I would highly recommend this book to anyone interested in the era of the Great Fear or anyone 
who enjoys biographies of people of conviction and integrity.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Great 
Story, Great SubjectBy LawguyI got the book because I had seen the trailer for the movie and wanted to know more 
about Trumbo. I'd known quite a bit about the Hollywood Ten and those times through other histories of the time. I 
was able, while I was in law school, to meet a few of the attorneys who had represented people in that period. So I 
started out interested. Then when it came out I read Kirk Douglas book about the making of Spartacus..I'd give it 5 
stars, but there were a couple of issues with the book that kept it from the highest rating. First, I just couldn't get 
interested much in Trumbo's early life and that took the first third of the book. Second, instead of writing in a strictly 
chronological fashion Cook make side trips into the present (well his present) to report on his interviews with his 
sources, almost like a magazine article.But once the book got to what I consider the meat of the matter, Trumbo's time 
as a radical and screenwriter and under the black list the story took over. Either the writing got tighter and better or the 
story itself was so compelling that it just took over. The latter two thirds of the book was so well written I could hardly 
put it down.I highly recommend it.36 of 37 people found the following review helpful. Trumbo is a timely and thought 
provoking look into liberty, free speech and values.By R. RosenBruce Cook's Trumbo is being re-released in time for 
the movie (Fall 2015) starring Bryan Cranston, Helen Mirren and John Goodman. Cook's Trumbo is a timely and 
thought provoking look into liberty, free speech and values; as relevant in the 1950s as today. The Hollywood Ten had 
everything to lose and only their self respect to maintain. The only reason one chooses jail is morals. What I found 
most interesting in Cook's Trumbo, was that Dalton Trumbo and the Hollywood Ten could have pleaded the Fifth 
Amendment to not incriminate themselves when hauled before the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
Rather, they plead the First Amendment: Free Speech. Cook pulls apart this time in American history telling readers 
that Trumbo was a pacifist, as many Americans were after World War I. Cook describes Trumbo's association with the 
Communist party in Hollywood. We learn that Trumbo fulfilled his patriotic duty during World War II as a war 
correspondent even working closely with high-ranking Navy officials on war propaganda; including a film project. 
However, Trumbo did not reach out to these high level government contacts to testify on his behalf; nor did they step 
up to vouch for Trumbo on their own. Trumbo went to jail and was blacklisted to protect his First Amendment rights. 
Others - men with lesser morals - were not even willing to make a call on his behalf.You will thoroughly enjoy this 
book. I am looking forward to the movie adaptation.

ONE OF BUSTLE'S BOOKS TO READ BEFORE OSCAR SEASON IS OVER

"Let me end by again stressing how wonderful this book is. If you have any interest in Hollywood history, the postwar 
communist witch hunts, screenwriting or the art of biography, you should grab this new paperback of TRUMBO."The 
Washington Post"TRUMBO the biography, is fascinating... The book, first published in 1977, is a great example of 
how a biographer can take readers by the hand and lead them on a journey through the subject's life."The 
Oregonian"One of the great strengths of this biography is its sense of immediacy... I highly recommend this book to 
anyone wanting to shine a light onto a dark period of American history."Huffington PostAbout the AuthorBruce Cook 
(1932-2003), veteran critic, journalist, and author, wrote this biography with Dalton Trumbo's full cooperation in 
1976. Under the name Bruce Alexander, Cook wrote eleven mystery novels featuring the real-life historical figure Sir 
John Fielding, magistrate of the Bow Street court during the latter half of the eighteenth Century. Under both names 
Cook wrote a total of 23 books, both fiction and nonfiction; they include a crime fiction series featuring Los Angeles 
private detective Chico Cervantes. Cook's last completed novel, Young Will: The Confessions of William 
Shakespeare, was published posthumously. Born in Chicago, Bruce Cook lived in Los Angeles and Paris with his 
wife, the violinist Judith Aller. 


