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Artie Lange : Too Fat to Fish  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Too Fat to Fish: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Honest, Touching, You Cry, You LaughBy Nancy MeheganArtie 
bares a lot in this book. It's a nostalgic look at a NJ suburban childhood. But what is SO GREAT is Artie's ability to 
tell a story. I was teary eyed most of the time reading it, and some of the tears were from laughter! This is a great book 
for anyone wanting to remember the searing agony and ecstasy of adolescence. His courageous and self-effacing 
honesty really impressed me. Whether it's losing his virginity, or adolescent screw-ups, the book is a page-turner. 
Thanks Artie for a great book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A must-read for fansBy 
NachoPicassoVery similar in prose and content as the other book he has authored, the name of which slips my mind at 
the moment. Despite several stories being retold or similar to ones heard in the other bestseller, there is enough 
original Artie Lange storytelling here to keep true fans entertained, and should not disappoint fan's of the Stern Show 
either, as his years at the hit radio show are heavily discussed throughout the book, as well as Artie's earlier life. Artie 
writes from a place of self-loathing and the dark, dirty and destructive humor he is known for in his Stand-up routines 
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and radio personality are on every page in this book. Fans of Lange should not miss this book, and this would be a 
good time to pick it up if you haven't read it already as Lange is about to co-star in the new HBO series about life as a 
comedian called "Crashing". Looks promising, hope he can make a comeback. He was one of the best parts about the 
Stern Show when it was arguably at it's best.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and honest 
book about Artie's crazy life.By QUOKKA_54Artie has had a roller-coaster of a life and he pulls no punches even 
when telling many very embarrassing stories about himself. I think Artie Lange will do almost anything for a joke, 
even making fun of the web-site where people are taking bets when he will die (he's a heavy opiate abuser and he is 
very honest about that also...) All the skinny on his life doing stand-up, and his years on the Stern show, but not nearly 
as interesting, to me at least, as the follow-up book "Crash and burn".

When Artie Lange joined the permanent cast of The Howard Stern Show in 2001, it was possibly the greatest thing 
ever to happen in the Stern universe, second only to the shows move to the wild, uncensored frontier of satellite radio. 
Lange provided what Stern had yet to find all in the same place: a wit quick enough to keep pace with his own, a 
pathetic self-image to dwarf his own, a personal history both heartbreaking and hilarious, and an ingrained sense of 
self-sabotage that continually keeps things interesting. A natural storyteller with a bottomless pit of material, Lange 
grew up in a close-knit, working-class Italian family in Union, New Jersey, a maniacal Yankees fan who pursued the 
two things his father said he was cut out forsports and comedy. Tragically, Artie Lange Sr. never saw the truth in that 
prediction: He became a quadriplegic in an accident when Artie was eighteen and died soon after. But as with every 
trial in his life, from his drug addiction to his obesity to his fights with his mother, Artie mines the humor, pathos, and 
humanity in these events and turns them into comedy classics. True fans of the Stern Show will find Artie gold in 
these pages: hilarious tales that couldnt have happened to anyone else. There are stories from his days driving a Jersey 
cab, working as a longshoreman in Port Newark, and navigating the dark circuit of stand-up comedy. There are 
outrageous episodes from the frenzied heights of his coked-up days at MADtv, surprisingly moving stories from his 
childhood, and an account of his recent U.S.O. tour that is equally stirring and irreverent. But also in this volume are 
stories Arties never told before, including some that he deemed too revealing for radio. Wild, shocking, and drop-dead 
hilarious, TOO FAT TO FISH is Artie Lange giving everything hes got to give. And like a true pro, the man never 
disappoints.

From Publishers WeeklyThis debut memoir from the comedian best known as Howard Stern's radio show sidekick is 
scrappy, funny, tumultuous and profane, just like its author. Lange, a self-proclaimed fat guy with a heroin problem, is 
difficult to love, but easy to like, his shaggy-dog life story full of derogatory self-awareness and cheerful vulgarity 
(often in the form of casual profanity and sexism). Many episodes from this life story will be familiar to Stern 
listeners, including the infamous "Pig Story," wherein Lange snorts cocaine while in full pig costume on the set of 
television's MADtv. Less familiar to fans will be a sobering account of Lange's suicide attempt and fond childhood 
memories of his beloved father. Lange's outrageous and horrific behavior involves prostitution, jail time and several 
trips to rehab; perhaps the saddest recurring theme is the frequency with which Lange thanks someone who's helped 
him, only to reveal that that person is no longer a part of his life. Glossing over Lange's penchant for alienating people 
is just one oversight that keeps this warts-and-all memoir from feeling fully honest. Still, for those with a taste for his 
aggressive, self-loathing brand of humor will find this volume full of compulsively readable stories. Photos. Copyright 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. Compulsively readable . . . this debut 
memoir from the comedian best known as Howard Sterns radio show sidekick is scrappy, funny, tumultuous and 
profane.Publishers WeeklyFrom the Trade Paperback edition.About the AuthorArtie Lange is a comedian, actor, and 
cast member of The Howard Stern Show. A former star of the cult television show MADtv, hes also appeared in the 
movies Dirty Work, Elf, Old School, and Beer League, which he also co-wrote and produced. Artie lives in New 
Jersey.Anthony Bozza is a former Rolling Stone staff writer and the author of the New York Times bestsellers 
Whatever You Say I Am: The Life and Times of Eminem; Tommyland with Tommy Lee; and Slash with Slash. He 
lives in New York City. 


