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John Ford : 'Tis Pity She's A Whore (New Mermaids)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised 'Tis Pity She's A Whore (New Mermaids): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. There is a wonderful academic aura about this book that really helps 
the ...By Brian E. DavidsonThere is a wonderful academic aura about this book that really helps the reader to 
understand the extremes of what appears to be a normal world.Fun. Sexy. Vulgar. Ugly. At its core it is a retelling of 
Romeo and Juliet in a society that a purity of love can only be foundin the incestuous relationship of a brother and 
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sister.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Very Different PLayBy CustomerAbout as dark of a play as 
you could find in Elizabethan theater, a twist of a romance focusing on incestuous siblings.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Not a good edition.By AnonymousBarely okay. Not a good edition.

One of the most controversal plays in drama literature, this play's treatment of the subject of incest and the portrayal of 
the morality of the protagonist has made this play one of the most studied in history. It is one of the most 
psychologically powerful and intellectually challenging tragedies produced in the early years of King Charles I's reign 
and 20th-century directors have found inspiration from the play in theatrical and film adaptations and productions.In 
the plot Annabella, accompanied by her down-to-earth nurse, is introduced to a series of suitors to her hand. She finds 
all of them unsatisfactory - and rightly so, for the audience knows that the nastiest of them is having an affair with her 
domineering aunt. Eventually she is wooed by a sensitive and passionate young man whose love she returns - but this 
young man happens to be her own brother, Giovanni. When they consummate their love and she, to avoid the scandal 
of extramarital pregnancy, agrees to marry her aunt's lover, the tragic outcome is inevitable.

About the AuthorJohn Ford (b.1586-1640) was an English Jacabean playwright.Editor Martin Wiggins is a Fellow of 
the Shakespeare Institute, University of Birmingham. 


