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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. StoverismBy William F. DRISH, Jr.About The Author And The
Book: Cosmic Vision.Leon Stover (1929-2006) was Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at llinois Institute of
Technology. Dr. Stover was the author of 24 books in varied categories, including Anthropology, History, Fiction, and
Criticism. His mgjor works include Cultural Ecology of Chinese Civilization, China: An Anthropological Perspective
(with Takeko K. Stover), Imperial Chinaand the State Cult of Confucius, Science Fiction from Wellsto Heinlein,
Stonehenge City: A Reconstruction, Stonehenge: Where Atlantis Died (a hovel with Harry Harrison), and the massive
nine-volume explication of H. G. Wells' scientific romances as vehicles for expounding Wells' brand of Saint-
Simonian socialism, The Annotated H.G. Wells.Even though he and Wells would have differed radically on palitics,
Dr. Stover shared with Wells what might be called "Cosmic Vision," aview of humanity in the context of vast reaches
of space and eons of time. At an early age, he discovered the scientific romances of H.G. Wells, which awakened in
him a"sense of wonder," and it became one of hislife-long pursuits to explicate to himself the ramifications of those
fascinating novels that took the long view, the cosmic evolutionary view, that could be summed up in one short
guestion: Whither Mankind? The nine-volume The Annotated H.G. Wells was the result. The film Things To Come
was the Summa of Wells ideas for asocialist World State. The Annotated H.G. Wells, Volume 9: Things To Come is
the Summa of Dr. Stover's explication of Wells' scientific romances.Stoverism, A Unique View of Wells Utopian
Ideas. The Annotated H.G. Wells, Volume 9: Things To Come is Dr. Stover's explication of the film Things To Come
as a propaganda vehicle for Wells to expound his brand of Saint-Simonian socialism. The film Things To Come was
Wells' last will and testament to his world socialist brethren, the Summa of hisideas for a socialist World State. The
following introductory remarks, which will serve as background for the readings from the book, is a brief outline of
Dr. Stover's unique view of Wells Utopian ideas. Members of the H.G. Wells Society in London referred to Dr.
Stover's view of Wells as Stoverism.Wells wasn't a Hindu. But, to present the summation of his Utopian ideas, his
brand of Saint-Simonian world socialism, which was the reason for making the film Whither Mankind? (re-titled
Things To Come asit went into production), Wells chose to make his characters avatars of the Hindu Trinity: Brahma
The Creator, Siva The Destroyer, and Vishnu The Possessor, because, to Wells, the Hindu Trinity was emblematic of
the structure of ancient Indo-European culture: The Philosopher-King (embodying the convoluted mirror-twin forces
of Brahma and Siva) and The Subjects (embodying the simple, but schizophrenic force of Vishnu).The Hindu Trinity
represents the eternal tri-polar struggle of those raw cosmic forces that have driven the course of human affairs since
civilization began: Brahma The Lawgiver (priest-theoretician) and Siva The Enforcer (king-soldier), the two arms of
the all-powerful State, sometimes at war with each other, and always at war with Vishnu The Preserver (bourgiosie-
landowner and peasant-worker). Thistri-polar struggle was carried over from the times of Stonehenge, the Greek city-
states, through Feudal times, into the Industrial Revolution, and even into Modern Times (the thirties, between World
War | and the approaching World War I1).In Wells' view, comparing the examples of Nazi Germany, Soviet Russia,
and even his own Great Britain to Plato's Republic, and to Saint-Simon's technocracy, The Rulers and their Executives
were incompetent captives of Vishnu, valuing the possession of territories subsumed under the banners of nation-states
that fragmented the planet and prevented the formation of a sociaist World State, and The Ruled were selfish brutes,
also captives of Vishnu, valuing the possession of women subsumed under the sanctions of marriage and family that
prevented the emergence of a new evolutionary product: Cosmic Man, an entity made of all humanity, working
together in common cause, as beesin a hive, submerging all vestiges of individuality.Wells socialist mentor-saint was
Henri Saint-Simon, a nobleman who was stripped of his nobility by the French Revolution, and whose greatest
disciple was Auguste Comte, the man who invented the word "socialism.” Saint-Simon was the first thinker to see that
the Industrial Revolution was more important than the political one. The French Revolution, in the name of the People,
did nothing to put down the feudal and military system, and the old order soon came back. To overthrow feudalism
once and for all, that was the original socialist idea. Saint-Simon advocated the control of society by its "industrial
chiefs," they who were the aristocracy of talent, the technocrats, run under the guidance of a"Council of Newton,"
composed of scientists and engineers. This would be a competent socialist World State, and Vishnu (embodied in the
willing proletariat) would be held eternally in check by Siva (embodied in the technocrats) under the direction of
Brahma (embodied in the Council of Newton).Wellswasn't aMarxist. In Wells' estimation, the closest approximation
to this Saint-Simonian socialist "Heaven on Earth" was the original Soviet Union, set up by the Bolsheviks, under the
leadership of V.l. Lenin, although--at the time--it hadn't achieved world-wide domination. It fell short of being the
ideal socialist World State. We had Lenin and the Politburo embodying the Council of Newton, the Communist Party,
the Red Army, and the Secret Police embodying the technocratic executives, al under the direction of the Politburo,
and the (maybe-not-so-willing) Proletariat guided by the firm hand of the dedicated Communist Party bureaucrats
(backed up by the Red Army and the Secret Palice). Aside from the fact that it didn't yet control the entire planet, the
biggest flaw in the new Soviet Union was that the |eaders gave lip-service to the Marxist rhetoric of class-warfare. In
private, Lenin and the Party Elite were technocratic socialists of the Saint-Simonian stripe. But, to appeal to the
masses of the Proletariat, Communist Party propaganda had to be couched in terms of Marxist ideology. This Wells
despised.If we could define Communism, as practiced by the Communist Party under V.1. Lenin, as Marxism-
Leninism, then Wellsism, Wells brand of Saint-Simonian socialism, might be close to Communism minus Marxism;



that is, Leninism. The main reason for the existence of the film Things To Come was to provide a propaganda vehicle
for Wells to expound his brand of Saint-Simonian socialism. Wells used the characters John Cabal and his grandson,
Oswald Cabal, as spokesmen for Wellsism. They embody the truest aspects of the Saint-Simonian Scientist-
Technocrat, all Brahma and Siva working together to keep Vishnu in check! Those who believe that Wellswas a
Marxist--the majority of critics who have attempted a political reading of Wells' scientific romances, and Things To
Come, in particular--will probably wither under the searchlight of Dr. Stover's analysis of the film that was originally
titled Whither Mankind? But, that's their problem!

Thingsto Comeisthe 1936 release of London Films, produced from the 1935 "film story" by H.G. Wells, the text of
the present work. The book includes more than 100 illustrations, most of them publicity stills that are all the more
relevant because Wells, for a script writer, had unusual control over the actual film production. The images are very
much a direct expression of hisfilm story. Done at age 70, Things to Come reflects on along literary career, in both
fiction and nonfiction, often given to the fate of man and the prospect of a unified world state, a utopian future realized
inthefilm by A.D. 2036. That iswhat is coming: the end of warfare between belligerent nation states. Now the new
frontier of human conquest is space, begun at film's end with the first firing of a gigantic space gun.

"Wells's masterpieces get the red-carpet treatment here in these luxurious editions...academic collections supporting
English departments should definitely invest in this volume" --Library Journal" Stover is to be thanked for his years of
Wellsian scholarship" --Public Library Quarterly" Stover, by presenting the intellectual underpinnings of Wells work,
has provided a powerful tool for understanding his writings, one sees them more deeply, without losing that earlier
sense-of -wonder that originally opened the vistas of the young reader's mind...a crucial guide to these classics of
science fiction" --FosfaxAbout the AuthorThe late Leon Stover, professor emeritus at the Illinois Institute of
Technology, was the first to bring science fiction to the college curriculum and was the author of nhumerous landmarks
of intellectua history. He lived in Chicago.



