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10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Cool book - though some odd partsBy AWEell, first off | liked
reading this book because | feel better knowing there are other nerds out there who want to know all the details about
Avatar and discuss them at length. And, he does agood job at this. | have no idea how he got the original script or
details about the deleted scenes (why didn't you tell us Alex?) but they are really interesting. | wish some were back in
the movie - especially the drama around the school massacre that another reviewer mentioned. The trudy / norm
relationship - yuck, glad that was cut! It was great to read about this and his thoughts about why these scenes were cut
and how certain themes ran much deeper than | had really noticed in the movie. Anyway, | was glad to have read it
overall...and what's below are just critical statements because they might benefit other readers who are confused / put
off by similar issues while reading (but shouldn't dissuade people who are interested in the movie). There are a number
of copy editing problems and minor mistakes that aren't abig deal, but they are distracting as you read. First, | wish
the deleted scenes were more clearly divided out in the book - just with a horizontal bar or something. Sometimes he
doesn't make it clear that a scene was deleted (until after describing it) and so things can get confusing. He calls Jake
"Jack" in the same sentence he says that he had 6 months before the bulldozers arrive (it's 3 months - which he gets
right later). There's afunny statement about a hair queue being some "American term" - lal... no... maybe you should
have checked with an American! | just laughed out loud at that part though. Obviously, it was nothing | took offense to
because I've probably said the same things about British expressions. Also, aong these lines, | wonder if the UK (and
Europe) got adifferent cut because | know the "well of souls' was not called that... it was the "tree of souls" - and |
have the DVD and am positive about this. There were a handful of these strange things like that in the book leading
me to wonder if Europe got a bit of adifferent movie for some reason. What happens with the Dragon is also
confusing from the book... | couldn't tell what was deleted or what may have been different in a European cut. Jake
getsit to crash land - and not on any Nalvi that we know of .| think the order could be fixed aswell. Largely, it isin the
order of the movie - but it does have weird points where it jumps ahead. For example, | agree with the other reviewer
there istoo much of afocus on sex, and thisiswhat screws up the order a bit. The bestiality stuff was abit weird - |
never got that from the movie at all. He describes the sex scene long before it happens...then describesit again. This
happens with afew scenes.Also, there are alot of referencesto Terminator and Aliens. | have only seen Terminator 1,
so | was alittle in the dark here. | wished he would've given more of aplot summary of these movies so | didn't have
to look them up on wikipedia (which he did quite a bit in the book, which | found strange for an author doing an in
depth analysis...wikipediais kinda a big giant regression to the mean alazy way to get data... but still, it's a good book
I'd be too lazy to ever writeit - so | don't mean to throw stones.)! think it's an interesting read...and I'd recommend it to
anyone interested in the film. Oh also, you may not agree with all his analyses - but just know you're getting his
opinion speculation on many issues (e.g. why certain people have certain names...who knows if he'sright?) Thisis not
James Cameron's view...so that's just what you get for reading this vs. waiting until whenever Cameron's commentary
DVD comes out.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It reminded me of the really good literature classes
that | took in collegeBy Lee Sausleylt reminded me of the really good literature classes that | took in college.
Comprehensive look at the literary underpinnings of the film and it's plot. If you're alanguage arts geek, you'll
absolutely loveit.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy jimmie attawaydull movie 10 times
better

Avatar isthe most successful movie of al time, surpassing the record held by James Cameron's previous monster hit,
Titanic. It is aso the most expensive movie ever. With its adoption of modern 3D techniques, Avatar is arguably the
most spectacular film of all time. Kevin Patrick Mahoney explores how Avatar has reached this pinnacle of success.
The film has not been universally praised; some critics have pointed to an overly simple plot and dialogue. However,
Kevin reveals that there are many complex themes that lie behind such apparent simplicity. This book begins with a
thorough review of events as they happen on screen, including the many scenes deleted from the film, and then
proceeds to explore some of the most interesting themes in more depth. Kevin examines how James Cameron has
adapted Joseph Campbell's theory of the Hero's Journey in Avatar. The Navi's planet, Pandora, is very paradisiacal, so
this book discusses how it's related to the Biblical Garden of Eden. In addition to this, Kevin dissects Avatar's rather
confused politics, the controversial depiction of the US Marine Corps, and the accusations of racism that have been
hurled at the film. Since Jake Sully isintroduced to usin awheelchair, Kevin examines the representation of disabled
people in Avatar and other science fiction dramas. Some of Avatar's subtle depictions of sexuality seemed to be
mainly directed at adolescent boys, so this book also dissects some of the more 'blue’ aspects of the movie. Moreover,
Kevin Patrick Mahoney reveas how Avatar relates to James Cameron's previous blockbuster movies.

About the AuthorKevin Patrick Mahoney is the founder and editor of the literary website Authortrek.com. For three
years, he served as the Web Content Editor of the Society of Y oung Publishers. He has previously worked for the UK
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