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Burl Barer : The Saint: A Complete History in Print, Radio, Film and Television of Leslie Charteris' Robin 
Hood of Modern Crime, Simon Templar, 1928-1992  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Saint: A Complete History in Print, Radio, Film and Television of Leslie 
Charteris' Robin Hood of Modern Crime, Simon Templar, 1928-1992: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Brighter Bibliographer, or Archive the SaintBy Andrew S. 
RogersAs other reviewers have said, this is a remarkable work. Burl Barer has covered a tremendous amount of 
ground organizing and sifting all the various appearances of the Robin Hood of Modern Crime "in print, radio, film, 
and television" between the publication of The Saint Meets the Tiger in 1928 and this book's own publication in 1993. 
Merely sorting out all the different titles under which creator Leslie Charteris' Saint novels were published would be 
achievement enough, but Barer also gives us a chronology of all printed Saint stories, cast and story synopses of 
Saintly radio and television dramas, and even -- thorough to the point of ridiculousness -- verbatim production 
company press releases for six made-for-TV Saint movies in the late 1980s.But this book is far more than 
bibliography, impressive thought the bibliography is. What I found far more interesting was Barer's portrait of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0899507239


Charteris himself, and what struck me as his somewhat ambiguous relationship with his creation Simon Templar. On 
the one hand, he was a spirited defender of Templar's biography, personality, and distinguishing characteristics, 
keeping a close eye on the way the Saint was portrayed in all his various media incarnations over many decades. As a 
writer myself, I particularly enjoyed reading his comments to various scriptwriters about the poor job they were doing 
on plot or characterization.At the same time, however, Charteris was more than willing to let those other writers do the 
heavy-lifting of producing new Saint stories for his approval and to be published under his name. If a story, movie, or 
radio drama ended up being, frankly, not very good then, as Charteris said in reference to those 1989 TV movies, "The 
old joke about crying all the way to the bank is my only consolation" (p. 230).There are some things this book is not, 
and one of them is a character study of the Saint. Although Templar's biography comes through in these pages, Barer 
does not devote to the novels the same attention he does to the radio plays or movies, which I regret. But that may be a 
reflection of my own tendency to think of the Saint primarily as a literary character who was then translated, often not 
very well, to other media. Barer takes a more holistic view, I think, in which the Saint as portrayed by Roger Moore, 
the extravagantly betrousered Ian Ogilvy, or the "Thomas Magnum by way of Matt Houston" Andrew Clarke (p. 222) 
is as definitive a part of the Saintly canon as are the novels.I don't know if I would call this book "essential reading for 
the Saint fan," simply because it is possible to enjoy the stories without needing to know the information contained 
here. But for readers interested not only in the stories but in all the Saint's many manifestations and interpretations -- 
and most valuable, I would think -- a fascinating look at the author behind it all, then Burl Barer's book has stood the 
test of 15 years and is worth keeping handy today.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Burl really 
captures The SaintBy A CustomerBurl Barer's book on the history of The Saint is "the source" for Saint fans yearning 
for more information about The Saint.It is a must-have for Saint fans, and makes for an excellent read, even for those 
detectivish fans who don't really know much about Simon Templar or Leslie Charteris to start with...2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Good but lopsidedBy Dan HagenThe book is a thorough review of Simon 
Templar's complicated history on film and television. I do wish more attention had been paid to his origins and 
development in print, though. He is, and always will be, Leslie Charteris' idealized alter ego.

The now legendary character created by Leslie Charteris has survived nearly three-quarters of a century of perilous 
action and narrow escapes with nary a hair out of place nor the slightest jolt to his jauntily tipped halo. From his 
earliest days battling "crooks, blood suckers, traders in vice and damnation" (and cracking the occasional safe on the 
side), the Saint has captured the imaginations of millions. Uses the voluminous correspondence and writings of author 
Leslie Charteris and examining the many incarnations of Simon Templar, alias "The Saint, " in other media, a detailed 
history emerges. Includes plot synopses of the radio and television programs, with air dates and production credits; 
descriptions of the movies and their credits; a bibliography, reviews of the books, and quotes from the principals.

"chronicles the fictional career of Simon Templar, a.k.a. The Saint.... Recommended" -- ChoiceAbout the AuthorBurl 
Barer is currently a resident of Seattle, Washington. 


